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FOCUS ON UNITY FOR
P&W SERVICE
RACHEL KOERTNER
PUBLIC RELATIONS
A change is happening around 
campus, bringing communities 
together for the Lord. This year 
for Northwestern’s Praise and 
Worship the focus is unity, root-
ed in a determination to form 
bonds between NW students, 
but also with people from Dordt 
University, Trinity Reformed 
Church, First Reformed Church 
and more across Sioux County.
“We are on the same team. We 
are just in different locations. 
What if we did the same thing 
with the same goal together?” 
Director of Worship Josh Kuipers 
said. “I would love for us as the 
body of Christ at Northwestern 
to have that mindset. Yeah, we 
might not agree on everything, 
but one thing that we can agree 
on is God is worthy of our wor-
ship and our love.” 
Last year a program was started 
called CenterPoint. People from 
all around Sioux County would 
come together for a night of wor-
ship. However, the change this 
year is that the events are during 
NW’s P&W time. 
Some Campus Ministry leaders 
were worried about this choice to 
sacrifice P&W a few times a se-
mester but ultimately decided it 
was worth it and that this is where 
God was leading. 
“I have had the opportunity to 
play a few worship services with 
students from Dordt for vari-
ous Unity P&Ws,” said Sydney 
Hughes, worship team leader and 
senior. “Through these experienc-
es, I have more fully realized that 
there are believers on fire for Jesus 
outside the walls of Northwestern, 
and that includes Dordt students. 
Division has ruled for too long, 
and it is time for us to put aside 
our trivial differences and unite as 
the body of Christ.” 
Dordt student Damon Groen is 
a junior worship arts major and is 
in favor of these ideas of unity and 
CenterPoint services, believing 
this is all following the commands 
of Scripture. 
“We want to have a like-mind, 
the mind of Christ and give Him 
our praise and thanks and wor-
ship together,” Groen said. “May-
be it’s us saying this: ‘Every knee 
at Dordt and Northwestern will 
bow, and every tongue in north-
west Iowa will confess that Jesus 
is Lord. He is worthy.’”
Firemen disguised as NW students
STUDENTS VOLUNTEER 
AS LOCAL FIREMEN
BEN HENKER
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
Having the fire department hall 
only a few blocks away is a bless-
ing in disguise. They can respond 
quickly in case there is a fire on 
campus. The Orange City fire de-
partment has 28 firefighters ac-
cording to their website, but some-
thing special about the Orange City 
Fire Department is how they have 
three high school students and four 
college student firefighters in their 
ranks right now. One of these stu-
dents is Noah Minnick, a junior el-
ementary education major. 
     Minnick, a fireman for a year 
now, has always wanted to serve the 
community that he grew up in.
     “This gave me the ability to give 
back to the community. I also al-
ways thought the fire department 
was cool, and I always wanted to 
join,” Minnick said.
     He stressed that being a college 
student can make it complicated 
to get called in the middle of the 
night, then be at the call for several 
hours and get back later only to go 
directly to class. It makes for a very 
long day. 
As these can be likely situations, 
he emails all of his professors at the 
beginning of the semester and tells 
them about him volunteering and 
the possibility of leaving class out 
of the blue or not making it to class 
if he is called in.
     “The only time that I don’t leave 
is if I am taking a test or giving a 
presentation. Other than that, I am 
free to leave class to go on a call,” 
Minnick said. “All of my professors 
have been very supportive of me on 
the fire department, some saying 
‘You should go, and thank you for 
serving our community in this way.’”
     Minnick also shared that they 
meet twice a month, along with var-
ious training events. These might 
include controlled burns, going to 
schools and doing fire prevention 
presentations and also helping with 
various events for the community.
     Not everyone can leave class if 
they have a call or have a particular 
parking spot in “heaven” with their 
name on it.
     Minnick shared that he had to 
fill out an application and submit 
it to the fire department member-
ship committee. Once that is done, 
they call you in to be interviewed 
by the membership committee, and 
then the department must put you 
through a physical test to see if you 
are physically capable of being in 
the fire department.
 
PHOTO BY ABIGAIL MOODY 
NW students, including Noah Minnick, volunteer as Orange City firemen to serve their county.
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This school year, Praise and Worship services are focusing on unity for NW students and Sioux Couty residents.
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CenterPoint brings unity for Sioux County
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MUSIC REVIEW
Joker movie tough but necessary
MOVIE REVIEW
MOVIE SHEDS LIGHT 
ON MENTAL HEALTH
LIZZY JOHNSTON
PUBLIC RELATIONS
“What do you 
get when you cross 
a mentally ill lon-
er with a society 
that abandons him 
and treats him like 
trash?” asks Arthur 
Fleck, who at the end 
of “Joker” is known 
as the iconic villain. 
That question is 
asked near the end, 
but the entire story 
is centered around 
finding the answer. 
This is not a story to 
further the Batman 
or DC universe; it 
is not about heroes 
or villains; it is not 
a comic book adap-
tion. This is an ori-
gin story, but there’s 
more to it than just 
discovering where 
Joker came from. 
This is a bru-
tal study of a man, 
one who struggles 
with trauma, mental 
health and fitting in. 
This is a deep look 
into society and what 
exactly you get when 
society turns their 
back on someone, 
then abuses them 
until they can’t take 
it anymore. 
Arthur Fleck (Joa-
quin Phoenix) works 
as a clown-for-hire 
in Gotham City. Ul-
timately, he wants to 
be a comedian, but 
it isn’t going so well. 
He lives with his de-
lusional mother who 
requires his constant 
care. 
Arthur has been 
hurt in every way 
possible. He is phys-
ically and merciless-
ly beaten up several 
times and has emo-
tional trauma that 
has caused serious 
mental health com-
plications to take 
over his life and hap-
piness. He has been 
hurt most extremely 
by society—no one 
accepts him or pro-
tects him; no one is 
looking out for him 
or taking care of him. 
People don’t notice 
him, and those who 
do think he’s weird 
and unsettling. 
The only support 
he receives is from 
a city social worker, 
but that quickly dis-
appears when city 
funding for social 
services is cut, along 
with Arthur’s access 
to the seven medi-
cations he takes. He 
triggers a political 
revolution in Go-
tham City after he vi-
olently lashes out at 
three men who attack 
him on a subway. 
The men are rich, 
educated and have 
comfy jobs—in other 
words, accepted by 
society and thriving 
in their place in it. 
“They don’t give 
a sh— about people 
like you, Arthur,” his 
social worker tells 
him. We learn this 
is true in the most 
grimy, raw, bru-
tal way. The movie 
serves as commen-
tary to take an hon-
est and intense look 
at people we cast 
aside in society but 
also to study our 
own minds. 
Unlike ways the 
Joker has been por-
trayed in the past, 
audience members 
relate with Arthur 
because we are in 
his world and mind. 
You may connect 
because you also 
struggle with men-
tal health, feel like 
an outsider or have 
experienced trauma. 
But Arthur’s every-
day struggles are 
also universally felt 
by humanity—the 
desire to be loved, 
noticed, accepted 
and seen by others. 
A scene toward 
the beginning of the 
movie shows Arthur 
putting on clown 
makeup for a gig. As 
he cakes on the paint, 
a tear runs through 
his makeup. That 
cuts deep, as we can 
all relate to putting 
on our own masks to 
hide the hurt inside. 
“Joker” is a hard-
to-watch yet import-
ant character study 
into an ostracized 
member of society. 
Phoenix’s perfor-
mance as Arthur is 
powerful and unfor-
gettable as he danc-
es, shrieks, screams, 
runs, lashes out and 
explodes in men-
acing laughs. He is 
emotional and dis-
turbing, fragile and 
threatening, vulner-
able and crazy—he’s 
on fire for the whole 
performance. 
What you watch 
will hurt you and 
c o m p a s s i o n a t e l y 
make you wonder 
why anyone could 
ever be treated like 
Arthur is. Though 
the violence is cru-
el and disturbing, 
the story forces us 
to consider how we 
treat people in so-
ciety who struggle 
through life, who are 
cast aside and live on 
the outskirts of this 
world and who need 
us to see and help 
them so their pain 
doesn’t push them 
over the edge. 
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Avett Brothers crossing genres in new album
BAND PRODUCES 
MULTI-GENRE ALBUM    
ALLISON WHEELER
GRAPHIC DESIGN
       
Folk. Rock. Country. 
Oldies. The Avett Brothers’ 
new album “Closer Than 
Together” was released on 
Oct. 4, and its songs could 
be categorized into any of 
these genres. 
While I listened to the 
songs featured on “Clos-
er Than Together,” there 
were some reoccurring 
elements that popped 
up: storytelling, politi-
cal and religious views, 
speaking in rhythm, 
harmonizing vocals and 
groovy instrumentals.
The musical styles that 
The Avett Brothers have 
incorporated in their 
songs are diverse and can 
appeal to a large variety of 
people. I would definitely 
recommend this album to 
some of my friends who I 
know would enjoy what 
The Avett Brothers have to 
offer, but I wouldn’t neces-
sarily recommend it to ev-
eryone I know.
There are four songs on 
the album that really stuck 
out to me, and I could lis-
ten to on a regular basis. 
“Bleeding White” opens 
with some strong and 
cool bass and guitar riffs 
that grabbed my attention 
right away. The lead vocals 
are raspy but clear. In the 
middle of the song, the dy-
namics and tempo change 
between upbeat and slow. 
The transition is smooth 
,and the contrast works 
well. As I was listening to 
this song, I could imagine 
myself trying to master 
playing it on Guitar Hero.
The next song that 
caught my attention was 
“Tell the Truth.” At first, 
this song sounds like it’s 
an oldies song straight 
from the ’60s. I think this 
is what drew me in since 
I am a big fan of ’60s mu-
sic. There was definitely a 
bit of The Beatles coming 
through. Later on, the vo-
calist started speaking in 
rhythm which made the 
song switch to a country 
vibe like Johnny Cash.
The song “High Step-
pin’” starts with a synthe-
sizer that has an ’80s feel 
along with a bit of a coun-
try flavor. Once again, the 
vocalist has a part where 
he speaks the lyrics in 
rhythm. A violin is also 
featured in this song which 
lends to the country flavor 
even more. Toward the end 
of the song, I started think-
ing of some similarities to 
the song “Black Water” by 
The Doobie Brothers, a 
rock band from the ’70s. 
This song has a lot going 
on, but it all meshes and 
works well together.
The last song that really 
drew me in was “Locked 
Up.” This song has a strong, 
constant beat which is per-
fect for me because I love 
being able to bop my head 
and dance along to songs. 
Out of all the songs on the 
album, this song is prob-
ably the fastest and most 
upbeat song. There is a 
smooth transition from 
a fast to a slow tempo in 
the middle. The tempo 
then picks up again and 
the song returns to its 
upbeat nature. There are 
some comical lyrics as well 
which are fun to listen to.
Each song was differ-
ent and there were sev-
eral genres incorporated 
throughout the album. I 
am glad I now know who 
The Avett Brothers are 
because I enjoy their col-
lection of styles. The type 
of music they are creating 
isn’t for everyone, but it 
can appeal to a lot of dif-
ferent people. Their lyrics 
have powerful messages 
and their instrumentals 
are groovy and captivating. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF GOOGLE IMAGES
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Hospers Hall shows hospitality through Coffeehouse
HOSPERS OPENS FOR 
NIGHT OF MUSIC      
JASON VAN DYKE
COMPUTER SCIENCE
 
Fall is coming up fast, 
and if you are like most 
people, you might 
be focused on break-
ing out your favorite 
sweaters, buying all 
the pumpkin-flavored 
things in sight and 
perhaps even giving 
more than only a pass-
ing thought to your 
mid-term projects. 
Here at Northwestern, 
there’s another famous 
fall event. As usual, the 
men of Hospers Hall 
are putting on Coffee-
house, and everyone 
on campus is invited. 
Coffeehouse will be 
held on Friday, Oct. 18, 
with the art museum 
and coffee kicking off 
at 7 p.m. Performances 
will follow at 8 p.m.
Coffeehouse will fea-
ture various acts per-
formed by Hospers 
men, an art museum 
in the basement com-
puter lab and Town-
Square coffee served 
by the men of Hospers. 
Coffeehouse gives the 
Hospers men an op-
portunity to show how 
serious they are about 
hospitality, one of the 
three pillars of Hos-
pers Hall.
“The core of Coffee-
house is opening up 
our space to campus,” 
said Michael Sim-
melink, the resident 
director for Hospers 
Hall. “We are exem-
plifying hospitality 
in opening the doors 
and sharing coffee. I 
strive to make Coffee-
house an event that 
people remember for 
a long time.”
Many Hospers men 
participate in some 
way, shape or form, 
either through a mu-
sical or poetic act or 
through the display of 
artfully-crafted mas-
terpieces in the art 
museum. There are 
also other behind-the-
scenes ways they con-
tribute, from lights and 
sound to coffee setup.
Junior Colin Jorde, 
resident assistant of 
first floor, shared his 
love for the event.
“Coffeehouse is a 
great event where 
people gather to hear 
and see the men of 
Hospers display their 
range of musical and 
artistic talent. I’m a big 
fan. I have performed 
in Coffeehouse every 
year of my college ca-
reer. I have performed 
in different small 
groups musically and 
also created some art 
pieces,” Jorde said.
When asked why 
people around campus 
should come to Cof-
feehouse, Jorde said, 
“Support the local arts 
folks. This event is one 
of the most memora-
ble on campus. You 
have no idea what to 
expect, but I guaran-
tee you’ll tell stories 
in your 60’s about 
Hospers Coffeehouse 
2019. Also, bring your 
mugs for coffee. We 
know you’ve been itch-
ing to show off your 
latest purchase.” 
Memorable acts 
from past Coffeehous-
es include Ryan Alt-
man reciting the lyr-
ics to Smash Mouth’s 
“All Star” his freshman 
year, as well as the men 
of Hospers basement 
singing songs from the 
hit TV show “Parks 
and Recreation.”
Junior Schuyler 
Sterk said, “First of all, 
free coffee. Why turn 
that down? It’s a fun 
time to hang out and 
see people do things 
they’re talented at, but 
also see things that are 
just goofy. 
“I think it’s really cool 
to see how the guys in 
Hospers use their gifts 
and talents to do stuff 
for the people they 
love on campus. It’s a 
good mix of serious 
and fun.”
Freshmen are also 
encouraged to partic-
ipate in Coffeehouse. 
Sawyer Spain will per-
form in his inaugural 
year at NW.
“I am excited to be 
performing at Cof-
feehouse. Other than 
that, I’m not sure what 
to expect. I’m excited 
to learn more about it, 
too,” Spain said.
Coffeehouse pro-
vides another way for 
those who are new 
to Hospers to be im-
mersed in the cultures 
of the dorm and NW 
as a whole.
               PHOTO COURTESY OF UNSPLASH.COM
Top movies to watch this Halloween season
READY, SET, BINGE           
HANNAH ROSS
WRITING AND RHETORIC
Northwestern stu-
dents have crossed 
the halfway mark 
of the semester, and 
Halloween quickly 
approaches. People 
are busy with classic 
Halloween activities 
like pumpkin carv-
ing, visiting the corn 
maze and watch-
ing scary movies. 
To help you narrow 
down which movies 
to watch this year, 
here is a list of the top 
seven best Halloween 
movies, according to 
the Beacon. 
“The Conjuring” (2013) 
First on the list: film 
based on real events, 
“The Conjuring” is 
about paranormal in-
vestigators helping a 
family expel a mali-
cious presence from 
their newly bought 
farmhouse. This mov-
ie is the first install-
ment in a larger uni-
verse of stories taking 
place from 1952 to the 
late 1970s, including 
the “Annabelle” mov-
ies, “The Nun” and 
most recently, “The 
Curse of La Llorona.”
“Psycho” (1960)
Alfred Hitchcock is 
known as “the Mas-
ter of Suspense,” and 
for good reason. His 
work continues to be 
some of the most sus-
penseful film in histo-
ry, and “Psycho” is no 
exception. Norman 
Bates runs a ram-
shackle motel with 
his mother. Marion 
Crane (Janet Leigh) 
stays there on her way 
to visit her boyfriend 
and finds out just how 
difficult Bates’ rela-
tionship is with his 
mother. “Psycho” was 
one of the building 
blocks of the slasher 
film genre, and though 
it pales in comparison 
to the gore of “Saw” or 
“Friday the 13th,” the 
shower scene lives on 
in infamy.
“Get Out” (2017)
When it was an-
nounced that the co-
median Jordan Peele 
would be directing 
a horror movie, au-
diences were unsure 
about what to except, 
but “Get Out” was 
a massive success. 
Young couple Chris 
and Rose visit Rose’s 
family for the week-
end. At first, Chris 
thinks Rose’s fami-
ly is uncomfortable 
with their interra-
cial relationship, but 
Chris realizes some-
thing much worse is 
going on. 
“The Shining” (1980)
This classic thrill-
er based on the nov-
el of the same name 
by Stephen King is 
getting a sequel after 
nearly four decades, 
but nothing can top 
the gripping mystery 
of the original. “The 
Shining” is about a 
groundskeeper who 
gets snowed in with 
his family at the resort 
during its off season. 
Soon, it’s clear that 
something more ma-
levolent is at work.
“It” (2017)
“It” is the second 
horror film based on 
a Stephen King novel 
to make the list. This 
time, killer clowns 
are the problem. 
Pennywise has ter-
rorized generations, 
but we’ve picked the 
newest reboot to be 
on our list because, 
while the original 
Pennywise has an en-
dearing campiness, 
the new Pennywise 
is straight out of the 
novel: a dark, ancient 
evil that chose to ap-
pear as a clown.
“Halloween” (1978)
Another horror 
classic that was re-
cently rebooted was 
John Carpenter’s 
“Halloween.” Fifteen 
years after murder-
ing his sister, Michael 
Myers escapes from 
the mental hospital, 
steals a car and drives 
back to his hometown, 
looking to kill again. 
“Jaws” (1975)
Even if you haven’t 
seen “Jaws,” you know 
the theme by heart, 
and you would freak 
out if it was played 
while you were in the 
pool. “Jaws” is direc-
tor Steven Spielberg’s 
scariest film, and de-
spite the animatronic 
shark, the suspense 
is real even today. A 
killer shark preys on 
the unsuspecting va-
cationers of a small 
island off the east 
coast. Unlike the ter-
rors in most horror 
movies, sharks are 
real and they really 
will kill you.
PHOTO COURTESY OF GOOGLE IMAGES
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SOS applications open until November 2
SOS TRIPS FOCUS 
ON SERVICE
CAMBER HERRIG
PUBLIC RELATIONS
     
 Summers are often 
spent by the lake, at a job, 
catching up with fami-
ly and preparing for the 
upcoming year. However, 
for a select few North-
western students, this 
coming summer will be 
spent serving others. 
 A Summer of Service 
is a time for an individ-
ual student to see how 
they can serve others 
from anywhere for four 
to nine weeks anytime 
between the end of May 
through August. Last 
summer, students trav-
eled to Colorado, South 
Asia, Ireland, Peru, Gha-
na, Greece, Japan, Spain, 
Dominican Republic, Ja-
maica and Mexico. 
 NW annually sends 
around 20 students 
across the globe for a 
SOS. These 20 students 
complete an applica-
tion and an interview to 
make sure they are flex-
ible, culturally aware and 
ready to serve the Lord in 
a foreign place. Any stu-
dent can apply, as there 
are no qualifications to 
be met. This year’s theme 
is “Daily Bread,” taken 
from Ecclesiastes 7:14. 
 Coordinator Kate 
Staab said, “He will sup-
ply what you need today. 
On the really hard or 
boring days, because you 
will have those. He has 
made those as well. He 
has made today, and you 
can serve Him today.” 
 A SOS looks differ-
ent for every individual, 
as each location has a dif-
ferent purpose. Just a few 
examples are preparing 
meals, teaching English 
as a second language or 
serving at a refugee site 
or medical base. 
 Junior Lexi Van Surk-
sum and senior Cassidy 
Bultena both went on a 
SOS in 2018. Van Surk-
sum traveled to Santiago 
de Compostela, where 
she went on a 137 mile 
pilgrimage and served at 
a pilgrimage house.
 “It was hard, but I 
don’t regret it,” Van Surk-
sum said about her nine-
day excursion, com-
pleting a portion of the 
Camino, a trail through 
Spain that has various 
networks of pilgrimages. 
 After her pilgrimage, 
Van Surksum began serv-
ing at the pilgrim house, 
which was the welcome 
center at the end of the 
trail. Here, she had the 
opportunity to guide 
group debriefing and 
talked to pilgrims about 
their journey. 
 “It was humbling to 
hear all the different rea-
sons that people chose to 
take the journey. It was 
helpful for me wanting 
to be in social work in 
the future, to be in un-
comfortable environ-
ments and God really 
stretched me in ways I 
wasn’t anticipating on,” 
Van Surksum said.
 Bultena’s summer 
was a little different than 
Van Surksum’s. Bultena 
spent her summer in Pu-
callpa, Peru, a town lo-
cated on the banks of the 
Amazon River. 
 “I wanted to work 
with natives, and the site 
through Pioneers [a mis-
sion’s agency] in Peru 
fit my goal. I wanted to 
learn what it looked like 
to be a long-term mis-
sionary,” Bultena said.
 In Peru, Bultena’s 
summer was filled with 
manual service for the 
missionaries she was 
staying with. Digging 
holes for septic systems, 
watching missionaries’ 
children, harvesting cof-
fee beans and clearing 
underbrush are just a few 
of the tasks she did. 
 Living in Peru, gen-
eral survival is the first 
priority, which was a 
learning experience for 
Bultena. She received a 
glimpse at the tribal vil-
lages in Peru and how 
their day-to-day life is 
vastly different from 
the day-to-day life of an 
American.
 “It broadens their 
perspective about who 
God is and what He is 
doing in this world. It 
has really changed my 
perspective on how I 
look at the Bible. I would 
encourage other people 
to take those steps to 
how does the Bible call 
us to live our life,” Bulte-
na said about the lasting 
impact of spending her 
summer serving.
 If selected to go on 
a SOS, students attend 
a meeting every oth-
er Monday through-
out second semester to 
be walked through the 
process of what a SOS 
looks like. SOS applica-
tions are now open un-
til Nov. 2.
Firemen disguised as NW students
FROM PAGE 1
     
 After the physical test, the 
membership committee, along 
with the rest of the fire de-
partment, contemplates if you 
would make an excellent mem-
ber of the department. The de-
partment will then take a vote 
on if they want you on the de-
partment. If it passes, then you 
are an official member.
 It  is  truly a blessing to 
have the f ire department 
nearby,  but it  is  even more of 
a  blessing to have students 
at  NW ser ve the communi-
ty of  Orange City using the 
ta lents and strengths that 
God has gif ted them. NW 
has the honor of  having stu-
dents volunteer on the f ire 
department and with the 
EMT, showing their  passion 
for ser ving through keeping 
Sioux County safe.
PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Senior, Cassidy Bultena, pictured on her SOS trip to Peru last year.
PHOTO BY ABIGAIL MOODY
 Noah Minnick, after going through an interview and a physical test, officially joined the Or-
ange City Fire Department last year.
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CenterPoint unity
FROM PAGE 1                            
Groen said the first Cen-
terPoint service this year 
was very well executed.
“The leaders of the ser-
vice did a great job putting 
together a God-glorify-
ing and powerful service 
through praise, worship, 
prayer and intercession,” 
Groen said.
NW senior Megan 
Willroth regularly at-
tends P&W and attend-
ed the first CenterPoint 
service this year. She also 
thinks the service went 
well and is in favor of the 
theme of unity.
“Unity is something 
that is very important for 
Christians to practice be-
cause we’re all one body 
and we’re supposed to 
show that in the way we 
act and go about our dai-
ly lives, and so that unity 
is within Northwestern 
but also the people of the 
community and Dordt,” 
Willroth said.
Kuipers agrees about the 
importance of unity. 
“I really feel like the 
more we lean into this 
and the more we invest in 
the church around us, the 
more fruit we are going to 
bear and the more we are 
going to experience the 
goodness of God,” Kui-
pers said. “[Dordt] helps 
us grow and stretch, and 
we have something unique 
to offer the other places as 
well. It is so clear where the 
Lord has been leading, and 
that gives us confidence.” 
The location of Cen-
terPoint will be rotating 
every month between Or-
ange City and Sioux Cen-
ter to reinforce the idea 
that this service is for the 
community. Anyone who 
wants to come is welcome. 
“If we want to shape our 
culture and change the 
world, in order to bring 
the kingdom of God, we 
need to work together,” 
Groen said.
NEW ADDITION TO NW 
FACULTY
KARLI LANG 
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
This year at Northwestern 
brings many firsts for psycholo-
gy professor Ginger Gunn as she 
begins her teaching profession.
She has worked for many 
years in her career as a psychol-
ogist, and now she has returned 
to her alma mater as a profes-
sor, where she is excited to work 
with students in this new chap-
ter of her life.
Gunn graduated from NW  in 
2005 with a psychology major.
As she remembered her expe-
rience here at college, she said, 
“Northwestern is a wonderful 
place to grow and learn.”
Her time at NW grew her not 
only as a person but also in her 
area of study. She used what she 
learned in her classes and con-
tinued her studies and work all 
around the country, becoming 
trained in clinical psychology.
She is a licensed psychologist 
in the states of Mississippi and 
Washington. She also completed 
a postdoctoral fellowship in psy-
chological rehabilitation at the 
Central Arkansas Veterans Af-
fairs Health Care System in Lit-
tle Rock, Arkansas. This center 
provides numerous services and 
support for the country’s veter-
ans. For five years, Gunn worked 
with Veterans Affairs, dedicat-
ing her days in the outpatient 
and residential treatment set-
tings as a psychologist. 
“My primary focus as a cli-
nician has been providing 
services to underserved pop-
ulations and to those with se-
vere mental health disorders,” 
she said.
Another way she worked to-
ward her goal of serving others 
in this way is at the Washington 
State Department of Correc-
tions. She spent a year working 
as a practicum student, and then 
was employed full time for al-
most three years.
She says her most challenging 
position has been working as 
the mental health lead at a maxi-
mum-security prison, where her 
job included supervising mas-
ter’s level clinicians.
Although Gunn has been all 
over the country and worked 
a variety of positions as a psy-
chologist, she has decided to 
come to NW and pass on some 
of her wisdom and experience 
to students.
“I am hoping to learn more 
about teaching as a professor 
and how to integrate my faith 
and learning,” she said.
Her career led her into many 
different experiences working 
with a variety of people with 
mental health needs. This ex-
perience will help her in the 
classroom, where she can teach 
students about mental health 
disorders and what she has 
learned from her many years 
working with real people and 
their real stories and struggles. 
She also acknowledges she has 
some things to learn, too, as she 
seeks to find ways to integrate 
her faith into her classes.
Gunn is an excellent example 
of NW alum that took her ed-
ucation to the next level.  She 
continued her education after 
her time here, learned through 
her work experiences and has 
now been able to give back in 
so many ways. She has dedicat-
ed her time, energy and gifts 
the past several years to people 
in very tough places. She has 
stepped in to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus to those around her 
in need, and she has been able to 
show the love of Christ through 
her profession.
Gunn joins psychology department
COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
CenterPoint services allow unity between Christians in order 
to represent the kingdom of God.
PHOTO BY ABIGAIL MOODY 
Professor Ginger Gunn, 2005 alum of NW, returns to campus to educate future psychologists.
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Yes, Northwestern is a school. Our professors do a great job of helping us remember that-
-we’re constantly busy preparing for our 
next class. We’re students, so we’re here 
to learn and graduate with a degree in 
our field. Academics has to be our main 
priority. But what if I told you that we’re 
called to be more than just students? In 
no certain order, here is my list of what 
else we need to prioritize.
Involvement
-Many students on campus are 
involved in something athletic or 
musical. They might even be earning a 
scholarship for it. If someone is paying 
us to compete or perform for them, we 
need to honor their investment and 
make our practice a priority.  
Friendships
-College is a tough place to be. For 
many of us, we’re away from home for 
the first time. Life is difficult, and it 
cannot be dealt with alone. Open up 
with friends you trust about what you’re 
going through, and be there for them 
when they need you. Lasting friendships 
generally don’t happen by accident. 
Be intentional about the people you’re 
around. Life is more fun when you have 
others by your side. 
-Friendships don’t just help you 
through college, they help you through 
life. The friends you make here could 
last a lifetime. And hey, you never 
know—ring by spring could be in your 
future. Make your friends a priority in 
your life. 
Personal Growth
- If our only focus is academics, we’ll 
come out of college the same person we 
were coming in, except we’ll have some 
more knowledge and a fancy diploma. 
Find someone older and wiser than you, 
and ask, “What book most influenced 
your life?” (Hospers guys, Simm has 
great book recommendations. Ask him 
sometime.) 
-You’ve probably heard 
Northwestern’s mission statement a 
hundred times. “Northwestern is a 
Christian academic community…” We 
are a Christ-focused campus. We have 
a bunch of opportunities to get involved 
spiritually and grow in your faith on 
campus. There’s D-groups, P&W, chapel, 
NED talks and more. Go to something 
outside of your comfort zone. I promise 
that you’ll grow. 
Fun!
- College is supposed to be fun! Have 
you ever asked your parents, “What do 
you remember most from your time in 
college?” Chances are, they’re not going 
to tell you about their classes, or about 
the time they spent studying for a test 
they passed or failed. They’ll probably 
tell you about random dorm events, 
road trips or something stupid they did 
with their friends.
-To quote Calvin and Hobbes, 
“In the short term, it would make me 
happy to go play outside. In the long 
term, it would make me happier to do 
well at school and become successful. 
But in the very long term, I know 
which will make better memories.” 
Keep up with your schoolwork, but 
don’t forget to make some great 
memories here on campus.
I’m not telling you to stop doing 
your homework, and I’m not telling you 
to forget about your academics—they’re 
our number one priority. We want 
to do well academically and prepare 
ourselves for a career after graduation. 
But, do you remember Northwestern’s 
mission statement? We’re here for 
“courageous and faithful learning and 
living…” Learning and living. While 
we’re wrapped up in our studies, we 
can’t forget to live. We’re always going 
to be busy—if not academically, then at 
a workplace. We’re always going to have 
work to do. Life is a balancing act, and 
part of why we’re here is to learn how 
to live. 
Records, vinyl, round black frisbees that play music, whatever you call them you 
know these blasts from the past with their 
hit songs and awesome album covers. But 
the question is why did we ever stop using 
them? 
Well, I’m here to tell you that we need 
to bring them back. Throw out your CDs, 
cassette tapes, eight tracks and Spotify 
subscriptions, and join me on this musical 
crusade to the pinnacle of the music 
listening experience. 
Vinyl come in many genres and appeal 
to every generation even modern musicians 
are making their very own vinyl, because 
they know that vinyl are the best of the 
best. Not only do vinyl have the smoothest 
sound and sleek style, but vinyl sleeves are 
a work of art in themselves. 
Do you ever just walk into your dorm 
and think, dang I wish I had something to 
put on the walls that reflects what I like? 
Well, look no further than vinyl 
using the ingenious method of tacks 
you can create a wall of your music taste 
while at the same time storing your vinyl 
in a safe, out of the way and decorative 
way, reflecting your very own distinct 
music tastes. 
Some doubters in the glory that is 
vinyl would say, why would I use vinyl 
when I can get millions of songs and all 
the ones I want on my phone? I say why 
have millions of songs on your phone 
when you’ll only listen to maybe one 
hundred of them. Why not show your love 
for an artist buy owning a vinyl copy of 
your favorite album? 
Everyone has a phone and can play any 
old song on it, but with vinyl only you can 
play your favorite songs on what many call, 
the smoothest sounding and coolest choice 
for music enjoyment. 
When playing vinyl, it’s not just the 
music that counts but the experience. On 
your phone, you just hit a few buttons and 
you got music. If that’s not the definition of 
lame, then I don’t know what is. 
With vinyl, you can experience the 
joy of putting the record on the turntable, 
guiding the needle to the grooves of the 
disk and watching as the rotating record 
sings your favorite songs in the crispest 
and one of a kind sounding way. 
Not only are vinyl the best sounding, 
have the best listening experience and are 
just the definition of cool, they never fail to 
bring you the music you love. 
A phone has many issues with 
streaming such as internet connection 
or you have to pay r idiculous amounts 
of  money for subscriptions and ad-
free l istening. 
Vinyl will never bother you with 
pointless ads or require you to pay 
monthly for their use. In fact, you can 
just head to your local Walmart and find 
all the vinyl you could ask for a low, one-
time price. 
So, go out and buy yourselves some 
records and enjoy the wondrous world 
that is vinyl. Enjoy the majestic music of 
any decade, stare in awe at the spinning 
serenade that plays before your very eyes.
Bring vinyl back one turn at a time 
College is more than just academics 
Kaleb Schrock
Spanish
Isaiah Lee
Political Science
Get wealthy 
off your words... ...With the new Beacon pay scale
Write 1-4 stories = $10 each | 5-8 stories = $15 each | 9+  stories = $20 each
$ $
WE WANT 
YOU!
Attention, NW Students!
Are you looking for a laid-
back, work-from-the-com-
fort-of-your-own-dorm 
job? 
Well, you’re in luck! 
The Beacon is looking for 
new writers. 
But wait... there’s more. 
You can get wealthy off 
your words. 
Write: 
1 - 4 stories  = $10 ea. 
5 - 9 stories = $15 ea.
10+ stories = $20 ea.
For  example, if you write six articles you’ll receive 
$40 for your first four and $30 for your last two. 
There are five sections in 
the Beacon to write for: 
Arts & Culture 
Hannah Ross
hannah.ross@nwciowa.edu
Features
Kaitlyn Asmus
kaitlyn.asmus@nwciowa.edu
Opinions 
Caleb Arnett
caleb.arnett@nwciowa.edu
Sports 
Kelsey Lang
kelsey.lang@nwciowa.edu
News
Kaylee Puttman
kaylee.puttman@nwciowa.edu
If you are interested in 
being a part of our team, 
writing stories weekly and 
making a little extra money, 
please contact one of the 
editors listed above. 
Co-editors
Bree Hodnefield
bree.hodnefield@nwciowa.edu
Jocelyn McCormick
jocelyn.mccormick@nwciowa.edu
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Men’s soccer wins against Dordt
XC teams break barriers in cold 
DORDT INVITATIONAL 
DESPITE COLD LEADS 
TO MANY PRS
JOSHUA STARR
ACCOUNTING
The Northwestern cross-
country teams put up strong 
performances Saturday, Oct. 
12 at the Dordt Invitational 
in near-freezing temperatures 
amid gusts of cold wind and 
occasional snow flurries. 
Both teams saw numerous 
personal records (denoted 
with asterisks) set in the 
competitive event. 
In the men’s 8K race, junior 
Dylan Hendricks led the team, 
finishing fourth in a time of 
25:30*. Sophomore Peyton 
Brasser finished second for 
the Raiders, placing 26th with 
a time of 26:38*. Junior Joshua 
Starr, back from injury, placed 
29th with a 26:40*. Sophomore 
Levi Cross was the fourth 
Raider to cross the line, placing 
34th with a time of 27:05*. 
Senior Ben Aberson finished 
41st with a time of 27:27*. 
Outside the top five, Ian 
Wiersma, Joseph Kunert, 
Alex Nonhof, Garrison 
Hazen, Colton Folkers, Derek 
Janzen and Micah Wittenberg 
all set personal records on the 
Dordt course. 
The men’s team finished 
fourth overall with 108 points, 
being beat out by Doane (first 
- 43pts), Dordt (second - 50pts, 
and Dakota State (third - 83pts). 
Morningside placed fifth with 
112 points, and Midland took 
sixth with 142.
In the women’s 5K race, the 
first six Raiders across the line 
finished in an impressively 
narrow 5-second window. 
Seniors Breanna 
Harthoorn and Kelsey 
Lang led the pack, finishing 
in 13th and 14th place, 
respectively, with the time 
of 19:36*, a personal best 
for Lang. Not far behind, 
sophomore Autumn 
Muilenberg finished 15th 
with a time of 19:38. Junior 
Hunter Koepke was the 
fourth Raider to cross the 
finish line, placing 17th with 
a time of 19:40. Junior Anna 
Teigland and freshman 
Anessa Schoo also finished 
with personal best times 
of 19:40*, placing 18th and 
19th. Samantha Dowling, 
Angela Brinkman and 
Morgan Van Der Brink all 
saw personal records set at 
the meet. 
“I was proud of our Red 
Raiders for competing 
and grinding out some 
impressive performances,” 
Head Coach Scott Bahrke 
said. “Our ladies raced well, 
but we know there is still 
work to be done to beat 
Dordt at the conference 
championship.”
The women’s team 
finished second overall with 
52 points, losing only to 
Dordt (first - 17pts). 
“The women had their 
best performance of the 
year and recognize that 
they still have room to 
improve,” Assistant Coach 
Carrie Krohn said. “With 
work, I think we can make 
a run at nationals. I was 
pleased with how some 
men stepped up today. The 
men have battled many 
injuries this season, and the 
team is learning how to step 
into scoring positions.”
The Raider cross-country 
team will return to the Dordt 
course on Nov. 9 for the 
conference championship.
POOR WEATHER LEADS 
TO 36 HOLES PLAYED
ON MONDAY
CHANDA ZOMERMAAND
BIO HEALTH PROFESSIONS
The Northwestern women’s golf 
team played in the first half of the 
2019-20 GPAC championship this 
fall at the Bluffs in Vermillion, 
South Dakota. Instead of playing 
two days of 18 holes each on 
Monday and Tuesday, the golfers 
played all 36 holes on Monday due 
to the forecast of poor conditions 
on Tuesday. Adjustments for 
transportation were made in order 
to make sure the golfers finished 
before dark. The athletes were able 
to be carted from hole to hole.
“It is always a lot to play 36 in one 
day, but when the girls get carts it 
really helps a lot,” Coach Courtney 
Hummel said. “Playing in the rain 
and cold all day on Tuesday would 
have been terrible.” 
Although the weather was better 
on Monday, the conditions still 
weren’t ideal as coach Hummel 
said, “We had to battle the wind all 
day long which was tough.” 
After playing 36 holes this fall, 
the Raiders are in sixth place. They 
shot two of their best rounds this 
season (350/354) with a total of 
704. The Raiders are 15 strokes 
behind Jamestown, who is in fifth 
place. Currently, senior Chanda 
Zomermaand is T16th with a 
36-hole total of 170 (84/86). 
Kate Wynja is in 24th place after 
shooting a season-best (83), and 
finishing with a 93 for a 36-hole 
total of 176. Morgan Roberts is just 
behind Wynja with a total score 
of 177, putting her in 25th place. 
Roberts shot a 91, followed by a 
career-best (86). Hayley Carlson is 
T36th with a total of 181, opening 
with a 91 and finishing with a 
season-best 89. Samantha Olson 
shot a 190 (94/96) and is currently 
in 47th place. 
Morningside is currently leading 
the GPAC championship with a 
score of 622 after 36 holes. The 
individual leader is Maria Nava. 
She carded a 36-hole total of 152 
(73/79). Three other Morningside 
players are also in the top five, 
including Laia Badosa, Samantha 
Knight and Maria Zorilla. Tori 
Suto from College of St. Mary’s 
is also in the top five. In the past 
two years, Morningside golfers 
have been the individual GPAC 
champions. In 2019, Laia Badosa 
won the GPAC championship; in 
2018, Samantha Knight won the 
GPAC championship. 
The final two rounds of the 
GPAC championship will be held 
at Bent Tree Golf Club in Council 
Bluffs, NE in the spring. The top 
two teams and the top individual 
will earn their way to nationals.
MEN’S TEAM RANKS
6TH IN GPAC
WITH 5 GAMES LEFT
BRADLEY LAACKMANN
SPORT MANAGEMENT
Following an overtime loss in their 
previous game, Northwestern men’s 
soccer bounced back with a 1-0 home 
win against Dordt on Oct. 9. The Raid-
ers used strong defense and dominated 
possession of the ball on offense to earn 
another win versus their Sioux County 
rival, their fifth win in a row over the 
Defenders. NW improved their record 
to 6-6 overall, 3-2 in the GPAC after 
the win, as Dordt stands at 3-7-2 with a 
conference record of 1-3-1. 
The Raiders were on the attack for 
much of the first 45 minutes, finishing 
with 12 first-half shots. As the 43-min-
ute mark approached, freshman mid-
fielder Gijs Dingemans used a corner 
kick to force Dordt’s goalkeeper out of 
the net. Junior forward Jake Foscalina 
capitalized on the opportunity to score 
the first and only goal of the game, his 
seventh on the season. Foscalina leads 
NW in goals and Dingemans tallied 
his fourth assist of the year. 
The brisk wind played a factor 
throughout the match, as it altered 
many NW shots in the first half and 
played a large role in assisting the De-
fenders in the final 45 minutes. Senior 
goalkeeper James Warren finished 
with three saves on the night to hold 
onto the shutout win. Dordt had one 
final push with nearly four minutes 
remaining in the contest, but Warren 
stopped Defender midfielder Mika de 
Vin’s shot to seal the win. 
“Dordt was very organized to-
night, and we struggled to break them 
down,” Head Coach Dan Swier said. 
“Fortunately, Jake buried one of our 
many corner kick opportunities and 
James made a couple of unreal saves 
to preserve the shutout.” 
The Raiders finished with 18 shots 
on the night and seven shots on goal. 
NW’s defense held Dordt to 10 shots 
and zero goals, their 6th shutout of 
the season. 
NW remained on their home field 
for a matchup with Dakota Wesleyan, 
as the Raiders defeated the Tigers 6-0. 
NW stands in 6th place in a compet-
itive GPAC race with five games re-
maining in the regular season. NW 
will be back home on Oct. 23 after 
making a visit to Briar Cliff.
Women’s golf competes at GPAC
PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Kate Wynja swings her driver at the GPAC championship.
PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Mateus Freitas beats a Dordt Defender to the ball.
PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Girls run uphill and battle against the cold temputures on Saturday, Oct. 12.
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AMAR PROJECT AIMS TO RAISE 
MONEY FOR NEW SCHOOL
BENJAMIN HENKER
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
This year Northwestern and the Campus Ministry 
Team have partnered with Partners Relief and De-
velopment for the Amar Project. This project’s mis-
sion is to rebuild schools that ISIS tore apart. NW 
aims to raise $14,000 to rebuild a school.
Partners’ mission is to demonstrate God’s love, 
through holistic action, to children and commu-
nities made vulnerable by conflict and oppression. 
Their vision is to create “free, full lives for children 
affected by conflict and oppression.” 
Last year, Tanner Smith introduced NW’s cam-
pus to Partners. Tanner was, at one time, on the 
pastoral staff at first Sioux Center. He mentioned, 
while speaking at chapel, how an elementary school 
in Michigan had raised $14,000 to rebuild one of 
the schools. 
Hearing this and having time after chapel, some of 
the NW staff along with Jemma Farabee, Tim Czirr, 
and Cole Mills, Justice and Service Coordinators, 
had lunch with Smith and began asking questions on 
how NW could do this. 
Over the summer, Mark DeYounge and Patrick 
Hummel started working with Smith to prepare a 
website and get everything lined up to launch the 
fundraising campaign for the Aug. 23 chapel., caus-
ing the combining efforts of NW and Partners to 
build schools in the Middle East.
NW’s initial goal was to raise $14,000 by fall break, 
and as of Oct. 10, the NW students have pledged to 
give precisely $14,000. 
“We have collected $17,590. Once all the re-
maining student pledges come in, we will have 
collected over $31,000,” said  Patrick Hummel, di-
rector of missions. 
“We’re a community that is very blessed with ex-
cellent faith-based and secular schools in the area; 
these kids don’t even have the option to go to school,” 
said Jemma Farabee, a sophomore nursing major. 
“We sometimes forget that outside our safe Midwest-
ern bubble, there are a lot of hurts that we can help 
alleviate with minimal personal discomfort.” 
With the current amount raised, two schools 
will be able to be built for the children in Syria, 
doubling the initial planned impact.
There is still time to be able to contribute to 
the project by donating online at nwc.partners.
ngo or you can give in person and leave it with 
Tanya Vaas, ministry administrative assistant, 
in Ramaker.
PHOTO BY ABIGAIL MOODY
Donators will be gifted with a free sticker that says ‘to love is to act’ in Arabic.
STEGENGA HALL 
PREPARES FOR 
STEGGY KEGGY
                   
KARLI LANG
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
On Monday, Oct. 21, from 
9-11 p.m., Stegenga Hall will 
put on their annual Steggy 
Keggy event.  This tradition 
is almost as old as Steg itself.
The resident assistants of 
Steg have chosen a theme for 
this year, which is kept secret 
until the night of the event. 
Each wing has their own in-
dividual theme under the 
overarching one.  Last year’s 
theme was “zoo,” so the wings 
were decorated as jungle, sa-
fari, farmyard, etc.  
Each year, tour guides lead 
groups through the deco-
rated wings to witness skits 
performed in various rooms 
along the way.  At the end of 
the tour of all six wings, visi-
tors get root beer floats in the 
Steg lobby, where they can 
vote for their favorite wing. 
Once all groups have made 
it through, the participants 
gather in the lobby to enjoy 
their own root beer floats and 
receive awards for the deco-
rations and performances.
Residents of each wing al-
ready know their theme and 
some planning has begun, 
but no decorating can be-
gin until 24 hours before the 
event starts. 
Some people bring props 
and costumes from home and 
some organizing happens 
ahead of time, much of it just 
gets thrown together at the 
last minute.
Senior Kate Staab played 
the part of Jane from Tar-
zan last year on 3rd North, 
which was decorated for the 
jungle theme.  This will be 
her fourth year participat-
ing in the event, and she 
loves the wing camaraderie 
that it builds.
“Laughter is encouraging 
for those participating when 
they’re doing mildly embar-
rassing things out of their 
comfort zones,” Staab said. 
She also recommends getting 
there early because the line 
gets long.
While Stegg y Kegg y 
is  scheduled to go from 
9-11,  last  year it  lasted 
unti l  af ter  midnight.
Abby Van Peursem, a soph-
omore and RA this year, can’t 
disclose this year’s secret 
theme yet, but she thinks it 
is one her fellow students will 
appreciate, and she is excited 
to see how the girls on her 
wing get into the theme and 
help it all come together.
“It’s such a fun time and a 
really cool way for the wing 
to come together and laugh a 
ton,” Van Peursem said.
Steggy Keggy used to take 
place in the spring toward 
the end of the year but now 
is in the fall. Admission for 
the event is $1 per guest and 
is donated to a local charity. 
Steggy Keggy planned for October 21
NW donates to Amar Project
PHOTO SUBMITTED
Participants from last year’s Steggy Keggy posing for a picture.
